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Stadtholder. Pitt then elicited from France a declaration
that she entertained no hostile intentions. This virtually
ended the Franco-Dutch Alliance of 1785.

aad|orms These events had paved the way for the formation of the
Siianc?.6 Triple Alliance of England, Holland and Prussia, which was
completed in 1788. This was a triumph for Pitt: he had
aimed at keeping England clear of all unnecessary continental
entanglements; yet, though he did not share unduly in the
traditional hatred and suspicion of France, he could not
afford to let England remain isolated. Now, without having
entered any European conflict, he was able to build up a
powerful alliance which could henceforth be used as an
instrument for peace in Europe. The strength of the allies
was used on behalf of Sweden to prevent her from being
dismembered by her greedy neighbours, Denmark and
Russia. This was a wise step on the part of Pitt, for had
Sweden been partitioned, the Baltic would have become
virtually a Russian lake, and English trade would have been
seriously damaged. In 1791 the Alliance again mediated
to restore peace between Austria and Turkey, hoping by
Pitt's at- this means to enable Turkey to be an effective check to the
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check the growing power of Russia. In the next year, 1792, Pitt
leads to a indeed tried to bring the Czarina Catherine herself to terms
with, Turkey, but here he met with a rebuff. War between
Turkey and Russia had begun in 1787, and successive
campaigns were considerably to the advantage of Russia.
England intended to compel Russia to restore all her con-
quests except the Crimea, and especially opposed the
retention by the Czarina of Oczakoff, an important fortress
between the Bug and the Dnieper. Pitt was ready to give
Prussia every assistance in forcing Russia to accept such
terms, and high words passed between the Foreign Offices
of England and Russia, but Pitt found himself unsupported
by the Cabinet and was obliged to adopt a less spirited
attitude, Russia, freed from any threat of English inter-
ference, concluded her own terms with Turkey, retaining the
line of the Dniester. The action of Pitt on this occasion
caused some discontent at Berlin as well as some contemp-
tuous amusement at St. Petersburg.